
In addition to study-

ing for academic de-

grees, many college 

students work and 

tend to families.  

Successful students, 

however, typically 

manage their time 

well in order to max-

imize their potential. 

Save time and re-

duce stress by apply-

ing the following time 

management tips: 

 Track your time. 

Knowing exactly how 

you spend your time 

will help you deter-

mine how to use it 

more wisely. Instead 

of spending four 

hours with friends 

every day, use two of 

those hours to study, 

for example. 

(See “Time” on page 

2 for more tips.) 
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Careful Reading of Assignments Aids Understanding 

Deciphering assign-

ment instructions is 

not always easy.  

One reason is be-

cause instructors 

may use  literary or 

technical jargon the 

student might not 

understand.  

Students can use 

dictionaries and text-

book glossaries for 

definitions of any 

unfamiliar terms. 

They can also take 

notes during class 

and highlight any re-

curring terms the 

instructor 

uses.  

Perhaps 

the best 

way to 

under-

stand an 

assign-

ment is 

to carefully read it 

through once, re-

read it and mark any 

areas that may be 

confusing, and then 

ask the instructor to 

clarify those areas. 

It’s also important to 

read an assignment 

when it is given—

rather than later—

and to refer to it of-

ten during the writing 

process. 
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Write On! 
Need help with writ-
ing assignments?  

Take advantage of the 
FREE assistance at the 
NAU-Yuma Writing Center 
in the AWC SC Bldg. 

 Individual assistance 

 Workshops 

 Writing resources 

 Computer stations 

 More info on page 4 
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Welcome 

Back! 

What the heck?  



Communicating effec-

tively is important 

when writing academ-

ic papers. 

Unfortunately, stu-

dents sometimes 

think they are com-

municating ideas 

clearly when in fact 

they are not. 

Writing consultants at 

the NAU-Yuma Writing 

Center encourage stu-

dents to read their 

papers aloud during 

the proofreading pro-

cess in order to identi-

fy unclear sentences. 

It is also helpful to use 

several different col-

ored highlighters to 

mark certain patterns 

of errors for revising 

later. 

Common patterns of 

errors include incor-

rect verb tense, omis-

sion of articles, and 

overuse of preposi-

tional phrases. 

Other errors that con-

fuse readers include 

fragments that are 

missing either a sub-

ject or verb. 

Subjects, verbs, arti-

cles! Do students 

even remember those 

parts of speech and 

the rules for using 

them in sentences? 

Not always, especially 

if it’s been years since 

they studied gram-

mar. 

Fortunately, writing 

consultants can assist 

students during per-

sonalized writing con-

sultations that will 

enable them to be-

come better writers. 

The Center also has 

computer stations, 

where students can 

practice sentence 

grammar on tutorial 

software.  

There are also many 

helpful writing 

handouts that stu-

dents can take with 

them for referencing 

later. 

Students are encour-

aged to make regular 

appointments at the 

Center in order to im-

prove their writing 

skills over time. 

For more information 

about Writing Center 

services, please see 

page 4. 
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WRI T E  O N !  

Writing Matters: Sentence Clarity 

 Priortize  

What are your most 

important activities? 

Schedule them first, 

and then use the re-

mainder of your time 

for other things. 

 Organize 

Create a command 

center with a calendar 

and designated spaces 

for keys, backpacks, 

electronic devices, and 

other items you use 

Time (continued from page 1) 

daily. You will save 

time by always having 

those items handy 

when you need to be 

somewhere at a cer-

tain time. 

 Study effectively 

Study in small incre-

ments instead of cram-

ming for long periods 

of time. Break up large 

tasks (such as re-

search for a paper) 

into smaller tasks, and 

perform harder tasks 

first. 

 Respect your lim-

its 

Avoid overload by 

knowing how much 

work you can reasona-

bly handle. Strike a 

healthy balance by 

remembering to 

schedule everything, 

including time for fun 

and quiet reflection. 

 

Unclear sentences confuse 

readers (aka professors). 
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Monday, January 19—No Classes 
In observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

NAU-Yuma will be closed. 

 

FREE Writing Center Workshops 

Register today!  

Call 928-317-7088, or email 

NAUYuma.WritingCenter@nau.edu.  

January 21—Wednesday Applying for NAU Scholarships 

January 22—Thursday APA Format 

January 26—Monday Applying for NAU Scholarships 

January 28—Wednesday Grammar/Writing Tips 

Upcoming Events  

Workshops are held in  

SC 206 from 3:00—4:00 p.m. 



Northern Arizona University Yuma Branch Campus 

and Arizona Western College serve their respective 

students in one Writing Center inside the AWC Stu-

dent Success Center. NAU-Yuma writing consult-

ants assist NAU-Yuma students with writing assign-

ments in any program of study. Consultants pro-

vide feedback and tools to help students improve 

their own papers at any stage of the writing pro-

cess. The goal is to help students become more 

confident, more effective writers. For more infor-

mation, please see the contact information to the 

left. 

SC Building 

Arizona Western College  

2020 South Avenue 8E  

Yuma, Arizona 85365 

 

NAU-Yuma Writing Center 

signment instructions, 

rough draft, and any 

questions to your ses-

sion.  

Online Assistance 

Can’t make it to main 

campus? Email 

NAUYuma. 

WritingCenter 

@nau.edu with the 

following required in-

formation: 

 “Consultation Re-

quest” in subject 

head 

 Your current pa-

per and the as-

signment instruc-

tions, attached 

 The course prefix 

Writing consultants at 

the NAU-Yuma Writing 

Center can help you 

improve your writing 

skills. 

Face-to-face Help 

Schedule a one-hour 

session by calling 928

-317-7088. 

Please bring your as-

and number  

 The type of help 

you desire 

Please allow up to 3 

days for a response. 

There is no cost for 

Writing Center ser-

vices. 

 

Writing Consultants Available to Assist Students 

Bernadette Presloid 

Writing Coordinator 

(928-) 317-7088 

NAUYuma.WritingCenter@nau.edu 

Office Location: SC 203 

Bernadette Presloid Nancy Gilkey 

Check out our website! 
www.yuma.nau.edu/WritingCenter.aspx 

For consultant  

availability, please call 

928-317-7088. 


