
Have you seen our nifty bulletin board 

in the AC building yet?  

This semester, the NAU-Yuma Writing 

Center will be providing students with 

even more helpful handouts for student 

success.  We understand that comma 

issues, APA problems, and thesis devel-

opment can be difficult to master at 

times.  This is why our Writing Center 

Bulletin Board located on the second 

floor of the AC building will be provid-

ing helpful handouts 

on dangling modifiers, 

literature review ex-

amples, APA format 

and citations guide-

lines, and other writing-formulated needs.  

Please visit our bulletin board and help 

yourselves to these useful handouts.  They 

are free and designed to give students that 

extra support to succeed in their writing 

endeavors.   

The humanities have always been a very interesting field of study in higher education.  Many are confused 

about what exactly the humanities in fact cover. The humanities are a conversation; a portal in which 

people can learn about life (in various aspects) in different cultures throughout history and reflect on 

these insights as it is applied to the current zeitgeist.  The humanities are truly wonderful because they 

shed light on the way people lived, what they thought about, what they considered to be important, and 

what it means to be human.  It is the indomitable human spirit that is researched for people to connect 

with time and time again.   

A very important aspect to the humanities is the use of the written word.  Countless writings have con-

tributed so much to the humanities.  The writings of authors such as Mark Twain, Jane Austen, Homer, 

Franz Kafka, Maryse Conde, and William Faulkner have detailed a vivid picture of a cross-national, cul-

turally rich, and subjective identity that the humanities tend to decipher.  Depicting an accurate portrayal 

of the American Dream or painting the landscape of the African landscape, the humanities tend to create 

written treasures that show us how people lived.  This is why the power of writing lasts the test of time.  

It is a way to effectively connect with the human will to live.  Keep this in mind next time you have to 

write a literature review or a reflective, analytical thesis paper.  You have a voice; the written word is a 

great way to express it.   
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R I G H T I N G  

W R I T I N G  

Finding Credible Sources 

Working Well With your Peers 

Collaboration between your fellow peers is vitally important 

in the classroom and in the real world.  How else can one 

truly immerse themselves into real life without engaging and 

working with others?  Most people take this for granted in 

the educational setting; focusing more on personal gain in 

order to do well in their courses.  However, group work is 

increasingly becoming more popular within the classroom, 

and many students need to adapt to work together in order 

to become productive and collaborating members of their 

peer group and society as a whole. 

However, most students are hesitant about working with others.  This is because many stu-

dents feel that group work can lead to unproductiveness and someone not doing their part; 

students are not willing to take these chances.  However, collaborating with peers has many 

advantages.  It helps boost self-esteem, get constructive criticism, and allows for better com-

munication skills, all of which are important in the real world setting. 

Take pride when the group does well in assignments.  By engaging in these accomplishments 

and fully realizing the potential for dynamic group sharing and working together, people will 

create greater affinity for collaboration.  In this way, students will do better because they be-

come more invested with their peers, which in turn brings a greater morale to the peer group 

in effective cooperation.  Good people skills and collaboration skills can really go a long way.  

So, please listen to others in the peer group, be open to criticism and questions, don’t be afraid 

to share, and consider your group to be entwined with the community at large. 

Researching is probably the most time consuming and hardest part of writing an essay.  

There are so many things to look for.  What do I use? Where do I find good resources? It 

can be very overwhelming.  The first place you should try to research is either the library 

or the Cline library (library.nau.edu), where you can find countless scholarly journal arti-

cles, books, e-books, etc. that all pertain to your topic.  If your search takes you to the 

internet, URLs with the endings .org or .gov are more likely to be more credible than 

those with just .com.  Websites ending in .com are typically composed of other individu-

al’s opinions.  Above all else, do not use Wikipedia.  It is probably the least credible site of 

all websites, considering that anyone can change information on the site if they become a 

member for at least four days.  So just remember, start at the library. 



With the fall semester right around the corner, it is important to start 

preparing for the new semester with these easy steps. 

1.) Check your Louie, Blackboard, and email regularly to make sure that 

no important messages are skipped or unseen.  This will get the student 

back into the habit of looking up important school information 

2.)  Buy your books.  I know that textbooks can be expensive, but quality 

of life increases with education.  Think of it as a small step to acquiring a 

bright future.  One cannot do well in class without the textbook.  For 

those of you with limited monetary gain, try visiting online sites to order 

books at cheaper prices. 

3.)  Prepare and test your brain.  The summer season can get anyone off track.  Before you go 

back to school, make sure to prep and test yourself on past material, look over grammar 

rules, and refer to APA format.  In this way, students will be ready to face the challenges 

ahead head on. 

Upcoming Events in July 

July 2014 Holidays and Events 
 

 

 

July 4  ==>      Independence Day 

 

July 2-11  ==> Writing Center 

       Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

——-—— ————

———— ————

———— ——— 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

For further assistance please contact 
 

Bernadette Presloid:  

Preparing for the New Semester 
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Upcoming Events 

JULY 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
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2020 East Avenue 8E 

Yuma, AZ 85364 

Phone: (928) 317-7088 

Email: Bernadette.Presloid@nau.edu  

Office Location: SC 203 

 

NAU-Yuma Writing tutors are here for all 

students who need writing help in any pro-

gram of study.  Just bring in your assignment 

instructions, your rough draft, and your ques-

tions. When you come in for writing help, do 

not expect the tutor to completely fix your 

paper. The tutor is there to guide you in the 

right direction and give you suggestions, but in 

no way should the tutor be expected to “edit” 

your paper for you or guarantee you a good 

grade. Your paper is ultimately your responsi-

bility; we are just here to help.  

 

The Northern Arizona University Yuma Branch Campus has enhanced their partnership 

with Arizona Western College by joining their writing centers together in one location.  

An NAU-Yuma Writing Tutor is available in AWC’s Student Success Center during the 

following hours:  

 

Writing Tutor Availability 

Be wise, revise.  

Hours of Operation: 

Monday to Friday 

8:00am to 5:00pm 

 

Call (928) 317-7088  

for appointment  

Located in the SC Building: http://www.azwestern.edu/campus_map.html  

Check us out at yuma.nau.edu/WritingCenter.aspx 

Call (928) 317-7088 to make 
an appointment or stop by  
during our available hours!  

http://www.azwestern.edu/campus_map.html

